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Clariant AG is a global Swiss specialty chemicals
group that was created in 1995 as a spin-off of
the chemicals division of Sandoz . Listed on the
SIX Swiss Exchange, the company is
headquartered in Muttenz , Switzerland , [ 3] and
comprises 74 group companies in 36 countries
(2022). The main production sites are located in
Europe, North America, South America, China
and India. In 2023, sales from continuing
operations amounted to CHF 4.377 billion .

The European markets with the Middle East and
Africa accounted for 41%, the Asia-Pacific region
30%, and North America and Latin America
together accounted for 29% of sales in 2023.
EBITDA was CHF 607 million in 2023. The
headquarters is officially located in Muttenz , but
most global functions are housed in a dedicated
corporate center in nearby Pratteln . Both
communities are close to Basel . Clariant's three
business units are: Care Chemicals (sales of CHF
2320 million in 2023), Adsorbents & Additives
(sales of CHF 1057 million in 2023), and
Catalysts (sales of CHF 1000 million in 2023).
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Legal form Public limited company
ISIN CH0012142631 (https://iw.toolforge.o
rg/isin?language=de&isin=CH001214
2631)
Founding 1995
seat Muttenz , Switzerland E3
Line .
= Gunter von Au ( Chairman of the
Board )
= Conrad Keijzer (CEO) (1]
Number of 10,481 (2023) [2]
employees

Sales volume  cHF 4.377 billion (2023 [2]

Industry
Website

Chemical industry

www.clariant.com (https://www.clarian
t.com/)

As of: December 31, 2023

= Clariant

Historical company logo


https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Clariant_Logo_black_rgb.jpg
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Clariant_Logo_black_rgb.jpg
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rechtsform
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aktiengesellschaft_(Schweiz)
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internationale_Wertpapierkennnummer
https://iw.toolforge.org/isin?language=de&isin=CH0012142631
https://iw.toolforge.org/isin?language=de&isin=CH0012142631
https://iw.toolforge.org/isin?language=de&isin=CH0012142631
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gr%C3%BCndung_(Recht)
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sitz_(juristische_Person)
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muttenz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweiz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweiz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweiz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unternehmensf%C3%BChrung
https://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=G%C3%BCnter_von_Au&action=edit&redlink=1
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verwaltungsrat_(Schweiz)
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verwaltungsrat_(Schweiz)
https://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Conrad_Keijzer&action=edit&redlink=1
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitarbeiter
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitarbeiter
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erl%C3%B6s
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweizer_Franken
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wirtschaftszweig
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemische_Industrie
https://www.clariant.com/
https://www.clariant.com/
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Logo_Clariant.svg
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Logo_Clariant.svg
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spezialchemie
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Konzern
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandoz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%B6rsennotierung
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_Exchange
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muttenz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweiz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweizer_Franken
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schweizer_Franken
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muttenz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pratteln
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemeinde
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basel

Conrad Keijzer has been CEO since January 1, 2021. [4]
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Story

Clariant was created from the spin-off of the chemicals division of Sandoz through its IPO in 1995 [5]
, one year before Ciba and Sandoz merged to form Novartis in the summer of 1996 .

In 1997, Clariant merged with the masterbatch division of Hoechst AG, based in Lahnstein , which
had been spun off in 1991. In the process, Hoechst AG received a 45% stake. [6]

From 1995 to 2002, Rolf Schweizer headed the board of directors of the newly founded company. [7]
In 1997, Clariant took over the specialty chemicals business of Hoechst AG and grew significantly. [ 8]

In 2000, Clariant acquired the business of British Tar Products BTP plc , a specialist in life science
chemicals, for 1.08 billion pounds. [ 21 At that time, Clariant employed around 31,000 people. [ 191
The company fell into a serious crisis in 2003: a tough cost-cutting and efficiency improvement
program as well as a large reduction in personnel were the result. [ 111 In October 2006, Clariant took

over the Masterbatches business unit of Ciba , [12] the chemicals division of Novartis that has since
been spun off.

In the period from 2001 to 2006, Clariant divested itself of numerous business areas, such as
polyvinyl alcohol and polyvinyl butyral , emulsions, cellulose ethers , electronic materials,
monochloroacetic acid and pharmaceutical fine chemicals. The sales were part of a strategic
realignment of the company to focus consistently on its core business of specialty chemicals.

Business areas were also sold in Germany. In October 2008, the company closed its last production
facility in the Griesheim Industrial Park for economic reasons and withdrew as site operator from the

Griesheim Industrial Park in September 2009. [ 13]

In the wake of the economic crisis , Clariant announced in February 2009 that it would cut a further
1,000 jobs. [ 14]
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In February 2011, the company announced its intention to acquire the German specialty chemicals
company Siid-Chemie AG for a price of CHF 2.5 billion. [ 15] After the transaction, Clariant held
96.15% of Stid-Chemie AG. [16] On December 1, 2011, Clariant announced in a press release that the
minority shareholders' shares had been transferred to Clariant through a squeeze-out

[ 17 ] Two weeks after the officially completed integration of Sud-Chemie, the new company logo [ 18 ] was released on

July 16, 2012 .

On October 1, 2013, Clariant announced that the Textile Chemicals, Paper Specialties and Emulsions

business units would be sold to SK Capital . Since then, they have operated under the name Archroma
[19]

In 2014, Clariant sold its Leather Services business to the Stahl Group and the Detergents &
Intermediates business to the International Chemical Investors Group . The latter has since been
trading as WeylChem . [ 20]

In 2016, Clariant partnered with matchmycolor LLC, a color expertise company, and Konica Minolta
Inc, a Japanese technology company, to make color matching of polyolefin products easier and faster.
[21] In the same year, Clariant acquired two American oilfield chemical manufacturers, Kel-Tech and
X-Chem .[22]

On May 22, 2017, Clariant and the US chemical company Huntsman Corporation announced their
joint merger to form HuntsmanClariant, with legal headquarters in Pratteln and operational
headquarters in The Woodlands, north of Houston . HuntsmanClariant would have created the
world's second-largest specialty chemicals group after the German Evonik . [ 23] Supporters of the
merger included in particular the family shareholders of Siid-Chemie, who hold 13.9 percent of
Clariant shares. [ 241 At the end of October 2017, the merger talks were broken off after Clariant's
major shareholder White Tale (a partnership of the hedge fund Corvex Management LP and the
Standard Industries investment subsidiary 40 North) spoke out against the merger; White Tale had
previously increased its stake in Clariant to 20 percent. [ 221[026] In January 2018, White Tale sold its
last 24.99% Clariant shares to Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC). SABIC operates a joint
venture with the Swiss company and has held Clariant shares since 2016, increasing them above the
blocking minority threshold through the purchase and is now the largest Clariant shareholder. [ 27]

In 2019, Clariant divested its Healthcare Packaging business to Arsenal Capital Partners [28] One
year later, Clariant completed the sale of its entire Masterbatches business to PolyOne (which was
renamed Avient the same year) [ 221, Two years later, in 2022, Clariant sold its Pigments business to a
consortium of Heubach Group and SK Capital Partners [ 301 | Clariant retains a 20% stake in the
newly formed group.

In 2021, Clariant and India Glycols Limited (IGL) announced the successful establishment of their 51-
49% joint venture for renewable ethylene oxide (EO) derivatives after receiving all necessary
regulatory approvals. The joint venture operates under the name Clariant IGL Specialty Chemicals
Private Limited (CISC) [ 311 | In the same year, Clariant acquired the remaining 70% of Beraca, a

Brazilian personal care company. Since 2015, Clariant already holds 30% of the shares in the company
[32]
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On November 23, 2021, Clariant presented its new strategy, which is aligned with the company's
purpose: "Greater chemistry - between people and planet". This is accompanied by new financial and
non-financial targets. By 2025, Clariant aims to achieve sales growth of 4—6% annually, an EBITDA
margin of 19—21% and a free cash flow conversion of approximately 40%. At the same time, Clariant
has also set itself science-based climate targets: By 2030, the company aims to reduce its Scope 1 and

Scope 2 emissions by 40% and its Scope 3 emissions (Cat. 1) by 14% [ 331 .

In February 2022, the company reported irregularities in the accounting of provisions and deferred
items , possibly to meet financial targets. This could lead to adjustments in the results of the last two
years. The company then decided to postpone the publication of its current financial figures and the
Annual General Meeting . The company's share price fell by 16%. [34] On April 27, 2022, Clariant
announced the completion of the investigation into accounting issues related to provisions and
accruals conducted by independent consultants and external lawyers. The results of the investigation

had no impact on the sales and cash figures reported in 2020 and 2021 [35] .

In April 2024, Clariant completed the acquisition of Lucas Meyer Cosmetics. [ 361

Business units

In 2022, Clariant announced a simplified organizational and leadership structure and reorganized its
business into three instead of five global business units with newly appointed business presidents.
Clariant combined the existing Catalysts business unit and the Biofuels & Derivatives business line
into a single business unit called "Catalysts", Functional Minerals and Additives into "Adsorbents &
Additives"”, and Industrial and Consumer Specialties and Oil and Mining Services into "Care
Chemicals". [ 37]

The Care Chemicals business unit consists of the Personal & Home Care, Crop Solutions, Industrial
Applications, Base Chemicals, Oil Services and Mining Solutions business segments. The Catalysts
business unit comprises the Propylene, Specialties, Syngas & Fuels, Ethylene, Biofuels & Derivatives
and Applied Catalyst Technology business segments. The Adsorbents & Additives business unit
comprises the Purification, Foundry & Specialties and Cargo & Device Protection business segments
in the EMEA, APAC and Americas regions in the Adsorbents area, as well as Coatings & Adhesives,
Plastics and E-Mobility & Electronics in the Additives area. [ 381

Impact on the environment

The group's headquarters are located in the Muttenz plant, formerly Schweizerhalle ( Canton of Basel-
Landschaft ), Switzerland , where the predecessor company Sandoz had already been producing since
1948. [39]

In March 2012 , a fire [ %01 at the Clariant plant in Gendorf released up to 800 kilograms of fatty
amines ( GENAMIN LA 302 D) into the Alz River. As a result , all fish (approximately six tons of fish)
died within a 14-kilometer stretch up to the mouth of the Inn River.
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The "Schweizerhalle" landfill is also located on the Clariant site in Schweizerhalle . It contains
pollutants from the major fire at Sandoz on November 1, 1986. Even today, more pollutants are
entering the groundwater from this landfill than Sandoz and the authorities of the canton of Basel-
Land agreed in 1989/1990. However, it is not Clariant that is the legal successor to Sandoz, but

Novartis . The latter is therefore probably responsible for the "Schweizerhalle" landfill. [41]

Clariant is listed in the FTSE4Good Index and is a member of Together for Sustainability , EcoCircle ,
the Alliance to End Plastic Waste and the Renewable Carbon Initiative [42] .

The company's largest site worldwide, with around 820 employees, is located in the Gendorf Chemical
Park in Burgkirchen an der Alz , Germany. In 2023, Clariant operated 68 production sites in 24

countries (). [2]
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# Commons : Clariant (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Clariant?usela
ng=de) — Collection of images

= Clariant worldwide website (https://www.clariant.com/)

= Martin Forter: Schweizerhalle fire site 30 years after the inferno (http://www.martinforter.ch/index.ph
p/18-schweizerhalle) — October 30, 2016 (on the "Schweizerhalle" landfill on the Clariant site)
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Clariant strengthens its North American oilfield chemicals business through two acquisitions (http
s:/lwww.clariant.com/de/Corporate/News/2016/09/Clariant-strengthens-its-North-American-oilfield-
production-chemicals-business-with-two-acquisitions) , September 14, 2016.

Clariant seeks salvation in the merger - this brings with it many uncertainties. (https://www.aargaue
rzeitung.ch/wirtschaft/clariant-sucht-das-heil-in-der-fusion-das-bringt-viele-unsicherheiten-131356
339) In: aargauerzeitung.ch . 22 May 2017, accessed on 22 May 2017 .

Sergio Aiolfi: Opponents of Huntsman-Clariant are arming themselves. (https://www.nzz.ch/wirtsch
aft/gegner-von-huntsman-clariant-ruesten-auf-d.1317290) www.nzz.ch, 20 September 2017,
accessed on 28 October 2017 .

Dominik Feldges: Clariant must start from scratch. (https://www.nzz.ch/wirtschaft/clariant-bricht-fusi
on-mit-huntsman-ab-1d.1324440) www.nzz.ch, October 27, 2017, accessed on October 28, 2017 .

Clariant, Huntsman call off multi-billion dollar merger. (https://www.manager-magazin.de/unterneh
men/industrie/chemiebranche-clariant-huntsman-blasen-20-mrd-fusion-ab-a-1174948.html)
www.manager-magazin.de, October 27, 2017, accessed October 28, 2017 .

Clariant Ltd Basel: SABIC acquires 24.99% stake in Clariant. (https://www.clariant.com/de/Corpora
te/News/2018/01/SABIC-acquires-2499-stake-in-Clariant) Retrieved on March 5, 2023 .

Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant completes the sale of its Healthcare Packaging business. (https://www.
clariant.com/en/Corporate/News/2019/10/Clariant-completes-the-sale-of-its-Healthcare-Packaging
-business) Retrieved June 29, 2023 (English).

. Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant verdussert ihr Masterbatches-Geschétft fir rund 1,6 Milliarden USD. (htt

ps:/lwww.clariant.com/de/Corporate/News/2019/12/Clariant-has-agreed-to-sell-its-Masterbatches-
business-for-approx_-USD-1_6-billion) Abgerufen am 29. Juni 2023.

Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant completes sale of its Pigments business. (https://www.clariant.com/en/
Corporate/News/2022/01/Clariant-completes-sale-of-its-Pigments-business) Abgerufen am
29. Juni 2023 (englisch).

Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant and India Glycols successfully established joint venture for renewable
ethylene oxide derivatives. (https://www.clariant.com/en/Corporate/News/2021/07/Clariant-and-Ind
ia-Glycols-successfully-established-joint-venture-for-renewable-ethylene-oxide-deriv) Abgerufen
am 29. Juni 2023 (englisch).

Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant tibernimmt verbliebene 70% Anteile an brasilianischem Personal-
Care-Unternehmen Beraca und erlangt vollstdndige Kontrolle. (https://www.clariant.com/de/Corpor
ate/News/2021/08/Clariant-acquires-remaining-70-in-Brazilian-Personal-Care-specialty-company-
Beraca-to-seize-full-con) Abgerufen am 29. Juni 2023.

. Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant setzt sich neue Finanzziele fiir 2025 und kiindigt einen Anstieg bei

Wachstum und Profitabilitat an. (https://www.clariant.com/de/Corporate/News/2021/11/Clariant-set
s-new-2025-financial-targets-and-announces-step-up-in-growth-and-profitability) Abgerufen am
29. Juni 2023.

Clariant schockiert Anleger mit der Verschiebung der Bilanzmedienkonferenz und der
Generalversammlung. (https:/iwww.nzz.ch/wirtschaft/clariant-schockiert-anleger-mit-der-verschieb
ung-der-bilanzmedienkonferenz-und-der-generalversammlung-1d.1669662) Neue Zircher Zeitung,
14. Februar 2022, abgerufen am 21. Februar 2022.

Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant schliesst Untersuchung ab; vorldufige EBITDA-Marge 2020 aus
fortgefiihrten Aktivitéten betrégt 15,5 %, 50 Basispunkte ber dem urspringlichen Ergebnis, und
16,2 % im Jahr 2021. (https://www.clariant.com/de/Corporate/News/2022/04/Clariant-concludes-in
vestigation-with-preliminary-continuing-operations-EBITDA-margin-of-155--for-20) Abgerufen am
29. Juni 2023.
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Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant completed acquisition of Lucas Meyer Cosmetics. (https://www.clariant.
com/en/Corporate/News/2024/04/Clariant-completed-acquisition-of-Lucas-Meyer-Cosmetics)
Abgerufen am 24. Mai 2024 (englisch).

Clariant Ltd Basel: Clariant announces simplified organizational and leadership structure. (https://
www.clariant.com/en/Corporate/News/2022/06/Clariant-announces-simplified-organizational-and-|
eadership-structure) Abgerufen am 23. Mai 2023 (englisch).

Clariant Ltd Basel: Company. (https://lwww.clariant.com/en/Company) Abgerufen am 23. Mai 2023
(englisch).

Anna Balint: Clariant clareant: Die Anfdnge eines Spezialitdtenchemiekonzerns. Campus-Verlag,
Frankfurt 2011, ISBN 978-3-593-39375-9 (eingeschrankte Vorschau (https://books.google.de/book
s?id=fFHIAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA35&q=sandoz+muttenz+1948#v=onepage) in der Google-
Buchsuche [abgerufen am 16. Mai 2016]).

Untersuchungen im Industriepark Werk Gendorf laufen auf Hochtouren (https://web.archive.org/we
b/20150711152703/http://www.gendorf.de/index.php?id=67&select=show&sid=855) (Memento
vom 11. Juli 2015 im Internet Archive)

Martin Forter: Falsches Spiel. Die Umweltsiinden der Basler Chemie vor und nach
"Schweizerhalle". Chronos Verlag, Zurich, 2010, ISBN 978-3-0340-1007-8.

Introduction. (https://reports.clariant.com/2022/review-on-performance-people-and-planet/esg-ratin
gs-and-rankings/introduction) Abgerufen am 2. Juni 2023 (englisch).
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