The Original Sin: How Opium Profits
Built the American Establishment

A direct line from the Old China Trade to the corridors of power,
and the geopolitical echo of a new opium war.
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The Canton System:
An Empire’s Closed Door

The Problem: The Qing Dynasty's restrictive
Canton System limited all Western trade to a single
port, creating a massive trade deficit for the British

who paid for Chinese tea and silk exclusively in silver.

The British Solution: The East India Company
monopolized the trade of Indian opium into China
to reverse this silver outflow.

The American Advantage: Post-independence,
American merchants lacked colonial might but
possessed two key assets: geopolitical neutrality
and fast “clipper” ships.

The Niche: Americans couldn’t compete with
British Indian opium, so they cornered the market
on high-grade Turkish opium from Smyrna,
establishing a new, highly profitable smuggling
route. Margins often exceeded 1,000%.
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The Syndicate: How Russell & Co. Monopolized the
American Opium Trade

* Founded in 1824 by Samuel Russell of
Connecticut, the firm rose during the U.S.
Panic of 1819, a time when domestic stagnation
drove capital overseas.

~ Russell &

Perkins & Co. ! | o pany |

* In 1830, a strategic merger absorbed its main
competitor, the Boston-based Perkins
syndicate, led by Thomas Handasyd Perkins.

» This consolidation created a near-monopoly Key Families
on American opium trafficking.

Forbes
* Russell & Company became the corporate
e R Delano
umbrella for America’s emerging “Boston :
Perkins

Brahmin” elite, uniting the capital and

ambitions of key families. Sturgis
Cabot
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The Lintin System: The Mechanics of ‘Honorable’ Smuggling

1. ACQUISITION

Opium sourced in Smyrna, Turkey.

2. TRANSPORT

Fast clippers deliver chests to Lintin Island,
outside Qing jurisdiction.

3. TRANSACTION

Chinese dealers pay in silver at the Russell & Co.
factory in Canton and receive a “chit” (release order).

4. DELIVERY

Dealers use small, fast boats to present the chit at permanently anchored,
heavily armed "receiving ships” (floating warehouses) at Lintin to collect the opium.

“This system allowed merchants like Warren Delano Jr. to claim they were not smugglers. By offloading the cargo
offshore and having Chinese intermediaries violate sovereign territory, they framed their business as "a fair,
honorable, and legitimate trade” while facilitating the addiction of millions.”
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From Silver to Steel: Capitalizing a New Nation

! : Kev Investments
e Silver earned from opium o

sales in Canton was not
repatriated directly.

Profits from

* |t was used to purchase
egitimate Chinese goods
ike tea and silk.

e These goods were sold in
Boston and New York for
enormous profits. Opium Chests Silver Coins

e The resulting capital was
invested directly into the
American Industrial Revolution.

Stea mship Lines
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The Patrician of the Poppy: Warren Delano Jr.

e Joined Russell & Company in 1833, becoming a
senior partner and Chief of Operations by 1840.

e Returned to the U.S. a wealthy man, but lost his
fortune in the Panic of 1857.

e At age 50, he returned to China (1860-1866) to
rebuild his fortune in the one commodity he knew
was reliable: opium.

e During the American Civil War, he profited by
shipping opium to the U.S. War Department’s
Medical Bureau to treat wounded soldiers.
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The Grandfather of the New Deal

Warren Delano Jr.
Opium Merchant, Russell & Co.

Sara Delano

Franklin Delano Roosevelt
32nd U.S. President.

“It is a profound historical irony that the ‘New Deal’—the savior of the American working
class—was partially underwritten by the accumulated profits of the 19th-century drug
trade. By modern definitions, FDR’s maternal grandfather was a drug kingpin.”
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The Forbes-Kerry Connection: From Smugglers to Statesmen

The Forbes Brothers

John Murray Forbes: The
“Commodore.” Protegé of Howqua
(world's richest merchant), who
entrusted him to invest his capital in
the U.S. Forbes used his opium
profits and Howqua's funds to
finance America’s westward
expansion via railroads.

Francis Blackwell Forbes: Next-
generation Russell & Co. partner
and opium trader.

Francis Blackwell Forbes
Opium Merchant, Russell & Co.
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John Forbes Kerry
68th U.S. Secretary of State

This places one of America’s chief diplomats, tasked with negotiating with Beijing, in
the direct bloodline of the merchants who initiated China’s ‘Century of Humiliation.”
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The Institutional Engine: The Order of Skull and Bones

The Two Russells Founding Details

e Samuel Russell: The “Front Line Operator” in Canton, e Co-founded by William Huntington Russell at Yale
generating the wealth. University in 1832.

¢ William Huntington Russell: The “Institutional Architect” e QOrigins traced to a German secret society Russell was
in New Haven, building the power structure. initiated into while studying abroad.

¢ |tsicon, the skull and crossbones, is explicitly noted as a
symbol of piracy, reflecting the nature of the trade that

funded its founders' families.
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The Russell Trust Association: A Perpetual Entity for the Elite

Legal Structure

* Incorporated in 1856 as the Russell Trust
Association (RTA), a tax-exempt holding
company.

e Ensures the society exists in perpetuity,
independent of its student members.

 Managed by a board of alumni “Patriarchs.”

Function

 The RTA is the transmission belt of the elite, a
mechanism to preserve and pass down the
social and financial capital generated in the
19th century.

Key Assets

The Tomb: 64 High Street,
New Haven, CT.

Deerlsland =~

' Deer Island: 40-acre private
retreat.

Endowment: A significant
financial fund (approx. $17M as
of 2024) for operations.
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The Synthesis of Power:
The Bush Dynasty

Pivotal Figure:: Prescott Sheldon Bush (Skull
and Bones, Class of 1917).

1. The Geronimo Legend (1918): “While
stationed at Fort Sill, Bush and fellow Bonesmen
allegedly stole the skull of the Apache leader
Geronimo, installing it in the Tomb. The act is a
potent metaphor for the appropriation of power
from conquered peoples.”

2. The Nazi Banking Connection (1942): "As a
director of the Union Banking Corporation
(UBC), his firm's assets were seized under the
Trading with the Enemy Act. UBC was a holding
company for Fritz Thyssen, the German
industrialist who financed Hitler's rise. This
demonstrates a consistent pattern of amoral
capital, prioritizing profit above all."

fing with the Enemy Act g
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2004: A Geopolitical Singularity

£ e
George W. Bush (Skull and Bones, Class of 1968) John F. Kerry (Skull and Bones, Class of 1966)
The Code of Silence
Bush: “It's so secret we can’t talk about it." Kerry: “l wish there were something secret |

could manifest there.”

The Takeaway

For the American voter, the choice was illusory. The winner was guaranteed to be a Bonesman, a descendant of the
Eastern Establishment, and a representative of the Russell Trust's legacy. The Order's primary mission was complete.
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The Echo of Exploitation: The New Opium War

The Modern Crisis: The United States is
in the grip of a devastating opioid crisis
fueled by fentanyl, a synthetic opioid
50 times more potent than heroin.

The Source: U.S. intelligence agencies
identify the People’s Republic of China
as the primary source of illicit fentanyl

and its precursor chemicals.

The Historical Inversion: The narrative
has come full circle. The country that was
once the victim of the world'’s largest
drug trafficking operation is now the
source of the drugs destabilizing its
former tormentor.

Pill Capsule

New Commodity
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A Tale of Two Wars: Historical Inversion

SR, The Old Opium War The "New Opium War”
(1839-1860) (2010s—Present)
Aggressor British Empire / U.S. Merchants Chinese Chemical Labs / Cartels
Victim Qing Dynasty China United States of America
Agent Russell & Company Dark Web Markets / Mexican Cartels
Commodity Organic Opium (Poppy) Synthetic Fentanyl (Chemical)
Justification “Free Trade"” / Market Demand “Market Demand” / Regulatory Gaps
Impact “Century of Humiliation” / Collapse “Deaths of Despair” / Social Decay

“Some analysts suggest Beijing’s reluctance to crack down on fentanyl production acts as a form of
‘asymmetric warfare,” weakening American social cohesion just as opium weakened the Qing Empire.”
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The Long Shadow of Canton

Pill Capsule - New Commodity

* Narco-Foundations: The ‘respectable’ wealth of the Eastern Establishment was derived from the systematic addiction of the
Chinese population.

* Institutional Continuity: Skull and Bones (The Russell Trust Association) functions as the “transmission belt” to preserve this power
across generations.

* Moral Flexibility: From opium to Nazi financing, a pragmatic detachment from the human cost of profit is the hallmark of this elite.
* Geopolitical Karma: The fentanyl crisis is a grim historical rhyme, the karmic blowback of the Canton trade.

“The story of the Delano family, Russell & Company, and the Order of Skull and Bones is the story of
America itself: a nation of immense ambition and innovation, built on a foundation of hidden extraction,
where the sins of the fathers are not visited upon the sons, but capitalized, endowed, and elected to office.”
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